18

Loeal Mews for a Global Vilage | wew ValicaSE.eom

Februcry 3, 2023

Hallelujah! - The Master Chorale is Reborn

Rarview Dy Damiel Kepl / VOKCE

AST WEEKEND'S FIRST
PERFORMAMNCES by the Sania
Bartara Master Chorale in nearly
Uwor years, Hagdns menmumental
aratoricn The Cresdion, revealed an
arganization bt has completely re-
inwenbed ilsell Sundays perlormaice,
absetiedd by a crackerjack pralessional
chamber orchestea, was lirsd-rage
Shimmering with collective gynergy. the
Master Chorake
is smadlr now,
hansr, ansd well
preparned. The
resall, 8 handsome
realization ol
Haydnis glariouasly
imaginative,
codarfal, ans
complicated
st Tpriece

The Master
Chorale ks snagged
awiarthy new
Ariistic Director
and Condueior
for s 300h sesom,
Dravial Loeani Torres. His résame reveals
a broad conduscting interest and cagability,
caily visille al last Sumday'’s perlormance
Meither faux bravado par maudlin
angst chumer Torees' conducting dance
card. Ratker, his 5 a solidly lJt'pt'IId-l.'."]l:.
(ouseil, and importanthy, calm helm. 1'%
a siraligy, Wogether with dearly masterful
proparation skills, thal has dlevated the
Mlaster Chorakes artistic ambitions, The
ressalts of Tormes” beadirship Sanday wers
magical a periormand: that was s Llight
an s musical Teet as it was powerial and
rugsarded, Torres charified and fine-vaned
Haydniz complicated narralive patchwark
stitched together from (renesis the ook
of Panlrres, and Milvon's Parddizg Lost with
admirable skill and fnesse

Solodsts, seprano Christine Hollinger.
tenor Lorenzo [ohosan, Ir, and bardnme
Matthew Peterson sang the English
language text with clarity ef diction
and wnanimity of style. The Master
Chorale enjoyed excellent ensenvhle
halance and blersd, spot-on pitch,
clean artbeulation of dificult fagal and
comtrapuntal passa gework, and abange
all epezrgy. Considering the long hiahes
hefore rehearsals resumed this past fall
for The Creation, and acknowledging

Artiehic Dinecior ond Conduchor
Barvid Lerann Tomes

this iz a commuanity chair, the quality of
performance on Sunday represented an
impartaet artistic transformation for the
growp: musical lght years now separate
then from now.

Hayds [173Z- 18000 compesad The
Creation al the zenith al his career,
L797- 1798, alfter oo wildly succesafal
tripes B Landan to primiens his series
of symphunies commissiconis by the
imypresario ohann
Fiter Salamem, He
is knnwm 1o hane
heand Hamdels
narralive araborio,
Tiraed fm Byt
during one of thasi
Irips. [napined.
Hayidn decidisd 1o
comnpose a similarly
harpe canvis loe
charus, orchesin,
arnl siderisis, his
tirne with no less a
narralive slory than
the origin of the
urriverse, arul the
creation af life an
phamet garth.

The orchistral apening, Regpraealation
off Chaos, s a test of canducting slamina
anel pacing, that can make or break the
sprell af the work. In anskillid hands,
Hayalw's carihally imagined, archestral
imagery for the ereation of the aniverse
can b st Torees ancherstoosd the task
and lolbowied the composer’s orchestral
remdmap chiarly, beginning with a tasteful.
Late Classical Perisd martion of the Big
Bang chord which apens the work amd
laumechies Haydns epic ourmey

Throughout its thres sections
and nearly two-howrs, The Creatioe
is bejeweled with several orchestral
Imterludes, each a wealih of musscal
imagimation, energy. and compositsonal
genbas. The Master Chorale Orchestra,
made up of some of the region’s hest
professinnals, performed these gems
and additional colorfelly anchestrated
mments that pop up throughout the
ormaborie with tght dispatch and tastefuol
persod sivlings. Special sabatatkons
to bmypanist [onathan Palmaquist and
contrabassnondst Emilia Banminger:

Celaradn tracsplant to Santa Barbara,
baritome Matthew Petersan, was in
excellent vobce Bunday as archangel

Donlel Kepl wn been wiiting music, Fecha, ond donce revieess or Samio Barbom putiicclion: tince
it wets a fenage. He prolesonol oenerbe B o an onchesho conoucorn.

P reone Tt by Doreed Kopl vl wen Dol omring orserviers:. nal

Porfugal, Casfles, & Pipe Organs?

Sarka Borbom musc crilic Doniel Kepl 8 1okng o sl group of
pormcipants an o 1 2-00y saurof Porupal Jums 2-19, 2022 which
will kacun o visting e sothedesh ord hebodc pips ngora of the
cauniry. Shays in LEban ord Porma will be applemssnied by cay
frips fo e Diguro Biver Valay, Guimondes, Broga, Coimbra, Fatma,
ralna. and fe city of costes, Sintra. Thore one feee spaces ket Tor
fris i Full Bnenny ond cosls kg s fementiphihemanks comd

Raphael. the angel of the spirits of men.
Presence, projection, a polse on stage that
hespoke his budding operatic career, all
paired nicely with Petersomn’s well-rounded
and halanced sense of vocal color and
iheatrical inflection. Beginming with his
first aria Rofiimg (e foaming biffows, and
comtinuing throwgh the entirety of his
performance, Petersan engaged, and was
EOEIQINE.

Pursuing his Dinctor of Musical Aris
i Yocal Performance at TMCER, tenor
Lorenzn lohnsen, 1cs mellifuous vokce
and malleable temperament as archangel
Uriel, mnaster of knowledge and archanged
af wisdom, bound Haydn's complicated
narrative journey together ndcely from has
first aria, Mow vanisied by the foly heanes,

MO W I

M G M1 55

|4 Consignment

= &cAclion House

The LARGEST Home Furnishings Consignment Shop on the Central Coast!

throsagh variows conmective recitatives
and a brief, colorhad stimt as Adam,
culminating in the radiant arta, Amd Fod
s averything that he hod made.

Santa Barbara-hased soprana Christine
Hollingger's delicate voloe proved a good
match for ber rele s the guardian of [srael,
archange] Gabriel. Projection initially a
problem, Hollinger foand her acoustic
miche in the large sanctuary by her second
aria, Now reded in coul Fefreshing green.
Her diso as Bve bo Lorenzo Johnsons
Adam, By fee witfe grace, and her trics
with fohnson and Peterson, Iie i
rafmered How, and Froe ffee, O Lord, doch
il proceed, confirmed ber collaborative
skills and sense of balance, tone, and color.,
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